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Moreover, it was a great advantage for a young man to be
thrown amongst men older and more experienced than him-
self; and a junior could always ask for assistance from a
senior, and such help was given freely. Counsel engaged to-
gether in a case could discuss their business together, and the
most useful consultations were those informal ones held in
the library- More formal consultations were: held in counsel's
house in the evening, or in a consultation room at the
Courts immediately before or after the Courts rose. The
"formal" consultations, however, frequently degenerated
into informality, being held at home among Irishmen, and
libations in claret and champagne were* freely poured out
to the legal Muse, who is never thus honoured by her English
devotees in their dignified professional chambers.
In the library as a young man of twenty-three, Carson
first made the acquaintance of his later chief, Edward
Gibson, then Disraeli's Irish Attorney-General, and after-
wards Lord Ashboume9, three times Irish Lord Chancellor
and a Cabinet Minister, a noble and broad-minded Irish
gentleman and man of the world, Gerald Fity/Jxbbon was
then his Solicitor-General, a very versatile and eloquent
man ; there, too, on the other hand, he saw the* great Isaac
Butt, Q/CL, the father of the Home Rule movement, a
generous and gentle Irishman, then about to give place in
the Nationalist movement to the strange and dark genius
of Parnell. He also became acquainted with IVter O'Brien,
who was to share with him a close and tlangc*rnu# associa-
tion a decade later, There, too, among lib contemporaries
he found his great friend James Shannon, already making
a name for himself, and was soon joined by Seymour Bunhc
and John Ross* The Judicature Act, which reformed and
simplified the legal system of Ireland, only came into force
a year after Carson's call, so that he worked for a year
under the ancient regime. There was still a Chief Justice
of the King's Bench, George Ghichestcr May, who was then
becoming old and deaf; a Chief Justice of the Common
Pleas, Michael Morris, afterwards Lord Killanin, a strong
Unionist and a great power in Ireland, but a man for whom
Carson, in his independence of character, was to entertain